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GENESEE TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
October 10, 2023

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Eashoo.

All present gave Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Present:  Eashoo, Bates, Sorensen, Gerace, Duplanty and Witte
Also present: 25 guests

Moved by Bates supported by Gerace to approve agenda.  No discussion.  Vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Gerace to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2023 regular board meeting without corrections.  No discussion.  Vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None
PRESENTATIONS:  None 
*PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Supervisor Eashoo reminded all present that public comments are limited to 3 minutes on agenda items only.  No comments at this time.

CLERK 
Moved by Sorensen supported by Gerace to approve Resolution 23-15 – Approve the Charter Township of Genesee Police Department fee increase from $10 to $15 for police reports.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Sorensen supported by Bates to approve Resolution 23-16 – Approve portion of Dundee Avenue/Street for future Dollar General site which is neither a dedicated street nor highway by user and exists in name only.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

Moved by Sorensen supported by Duplanty to approve Resolution 23-17 – Approve early voting precinct for all Charter Township of Genesee registered voters to be held at the Charter Township of Genesee Township Hall located at 7244 N. Genesee Rd., Genesee, MI 48437; as it meets all polling place requirements set forth in Proposal 22-2.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Gerace to approve Resolution 23-18 – Approve the Genesee County Parks permit request for a firework display at Bluebell Beach to be held on November 24, 2023.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  



Moved by Sorensen supported by Gerace to approve Resolution 23-19 – Approve the introduction of a $15 Fire Report Fee for the Genesee Township Fire Department.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried. 

Moved by Sorensen supported by Duplanty to approve Resolution 23-20 – Approve the revised Genesee Township Building Permit Fee Schedule.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Sorensen supported by Gerace to approve the purchase of two (2) Dell Latitude 5540 laptop computers at a total cost of $2,075.98 for elections using ARPA funds or State elections reimbursement if available.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Sorensen supported by Gerace to approve the purchase of two (2) Verity Digital Ballot Scanners at a cost of $5,000 each for a total of $10,000; one (1) Verity Touch Writer w/ Access at a cost of $4,500; and a Verity Printing Unit at a cost of $5,875 – for a grand total of $20,375 for elections using ARPA funds or State elections reimbursement if available.
Discussion held.  Bates stated that this equipment is needed because of Proposal 22-2.  There is a 40% chance that the State will reimburse the Township for the cost of this equipment.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

Moved by Sorensen supported by Gerace to approve sale of Township owned property located on Cologne St. in Mt. Morris in the amount of $400 to Norman Ballard.  Discussion held.  Bates stated that this was designated as a street but never completed and has not been on the tax roll since 1992.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

Moved by Sorensen supported by Bates to approve used car license renewal for JMB Auto Sports LLC located at 3100 N. Genesee Rd. expiring September 2024.  Discussion  held.  Eashoo asked if the personal property taxes had been paid.  Bates stated that they had been paid.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Sorensen supported by Duplanty to approve used car license for Cars R Us located at G-5421 N. Dort Hwy expiring October 31, 2024.  Discussion held.  Eashoo asked if personal property taxes had been paid.  Bates stated that they have been paid.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

Review candidates and resumes for vacant Township Board Trustee position.  9 candidates.  All candidates were given 3 minutes to address the Board as to why they should be chosen for the Trustee position.  
1.  Gerald Robinson   2.  Michael Becker.  3.  Noelle Walton   4.  Allan Jones.  5.  Carrie Bock   6.  Charles Oliver   7.  William Anderson – present but did not address Board   8.  Alan Ogle – not present    9.  Michael Link – not present

Bates stated that all of the candidates would make a great Trustee for the Township and this is going to be a difficult decision to make.  He also stated that there are only 3 requirements to be a Trustee.  1.  U.S. Citizen.  2. Registered Voter.  3.  Genesee Township Resident.  For those of you that are not selected just remember that the next election for Township Board positions will be held in 2024 and you could run then.  

Moved by Bates supported by Sorensen to approve appointment of Carrie Bock to fill vacant Trustee position with the term expiring November 20, 2024.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  Yes -5 and No – 1   Motion carried.  

SUPERVISOR
Moved by Bates supported by Sorensen to approve rescinding the hiring of Tyler Carmichael as a Genesee Township Firefighter at Station #3 effective October 10, 2023.   No discussion.    Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

Moved by Bates supported by Sorensen to approve hiring of Christopher Vogt as a Genesee Township Firefighter at Station #3 pending passing of pre-employment qualifications.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Gerace to approve Halloween Trick or Treating hours of 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on October 31, 2023.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Sorensen to approve second reading of Ordinance #631 – Amendment to Zoning Ordinance #603 by adding under Section 1502 – Accessory Buildings, Item 12 – Automobiles, buses, mobile homes, semi-tractor trailers, tents, truck bodies or similar portable units shall not be used as accessory buildings.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

Moved by Bates supported by Gerace to approve second reading of Ordinance #632 – Amendment to Zoning Ordinance #603 by adding crematorium to the following zoning districts under permitted uses by right:  C-2 Highway Commercial, I-1 Light Industrial and I-2 Heavy Industrial.  No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Gerace to approve the Genesee County Fire Chief Association to fuel the Haz-Mat truck and reimburse Genesee Township for all fuel used.  Discussion held.  Eashoo asked how many times they would be filling up.  Chief Fremd stated that it would depend on how many calls they went on.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Sorensen to approve contract for the Michigan State Police Grant and give recognition to the Department (Grantor):
“This grant is supported by the Byrne Discretionary Community Project Funding/Byrne Discretionary Grants Programs, grant #15PBJA-23-GG-00106-BRND, awarded by the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), and administered by the Michigan State Police (MSP).  Points of view or opinions contained within this document do not necessarily represent the official policies of the DOJ or the MSP.”
Discussion held.  Eashoo stated that this is an $83,000 grant that the Police Department has received and part of the process is recognizing the Grantor of the grant.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

Moved by Bates supported by Sorensen to approve emergency repairs to fire hydrant on Richfield Rd. in the amount of $12,800.  Discussion held.  Eashoo stated that this hydrant was hit by a car and there was no insurance.  The Township will be trying to re-coop this money.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

TREASURER 
Sorensen presented bill list for October 2023.

Moved by Sorensen supported by Gerace to approve October bill list and Financial Statement.   No discussion.  Roll call vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.  

FIRE – Duplanty presented report
POLICE COMMITTEE – Sorensen presented report.
DPW – No report given

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None
NEW BUSINESS - None

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Supervisor Eashoo reminded all present that public comments are limited to 3 minutes. 
Fire Chief Fremd thanked all of the Fire Fighters for the extra duties and time they are putting in for Fire Prevention Month.  The Fire Department has done presentations on fire prevention at Richfield Public Academy, Dowdall and Pumpkin Patch.  The students presented the Fire Department with a banner and thank you cards from the students.  

Trustee Duplanty attended an all day conference regarding fire prevention.  It was strongly emphasized at the conference to check on elderly neighbors and make sure they have a fire safety plan.  

Township resident Staci Coughlin asked the Board what it takes to condemn a house.  Eashoo stated that the house in question is already being addressed by Code Enforcement and that the home was tagged today.  

Township resident Kathleen Jacob is concerned with all of the car break-ins that have been occurring in the neighborhood.  Eashoo stated that the Police Department is aware of this and will be patrolling the area more.

COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS
Bates thanked all Trustee candidates and residents for coming to tonight’s meeting.  Eashoo stated that the November Board meeting will be on November 21, 2023.

Moved by Bates supported by Sorensen to adjourn meeting.  No discussion.  Vote taken.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
*3 minutes, agenda items


_____________________________ 	  		____________________________
Wayne Bates, Clerk					Daniel Eashoo, Supervisor
